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dimension of the letter 'Of. His was a "simple microscope". It
could beat in efficacy the compound microscope with two sys-
tem of lenses. In all, he made over 400 magnifying lenses. He
improvised delicate and strong strands which supported the
lens in the instrument called microscope.
He studied diverse objects under his microscope like
spermatazoa of dogs, blood cells, bacteria and protozoa; the
most powerful of his instruments could magnify an object 275
times. As knowledge progressed, modern optical microscope
was devised to magnify about 2,500 times. With the advent of
electron microscope the magnification attempted is over
100,000 times.
His neighbours in Delft ranked him as a mad cap, always
at scrutiny under the microscope. He described the micro-
scopic objects as "wretched beasties". When rain water was
stored for some days "animalcules" appeared under his micro-
scope; those were brought by wind and dust, he thought.
He pricked his finger with a needle, allowed blood to ooze,
examined in it red blood cells. In 1674 he informed this to the
Royal Society. Later he examined the sperm cells produced
by dogs and other animals. Still the Royal Society wanted to
verify the findings of this self-tutored, unassuming commoner
Dutchman, in the context 'science vs fiction'. Robert Hooke
and Nehemiah Grew were entrusted with this responsibility.
To the astonishment of one and all, they agreed to the exist-